
Andrew Olimpi

Revised Edition

Ego, 
Polyphemus

A Latin Novella



Published by Storybase Books
Peachtree Corners, GA 

www.storybasebooks.com

© Andrew Olimpi 2024

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in 
any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, 
recording, or by information storage or retrieval systems, without the written 

permission of Storybase Books, except where permitted by law.

Publisher's Cataloging-in-Publication
(Provided by Cassidy Cataloguing Services, Inc.)

names: Olimpi, Andrew, author, illustrator. | Based on (work): Homer. Odyssey. | 
Based on (work): Ovid, 43 B.C.–17 A.D. or 18 A.D. Metamorphoses. | 

Based on (work): Virgil. Aeneis.
title: Ego, Polyphemus : a Latin novella / Andrew Olimpi.

description: Revised edition. | Peachtree Corners, GA : 
Storybase Books, [2024] | Series: Comprehensible classics ; 7. | 

First edition published by Comprehensible Classics Press in 2018. | 
Audience: Latin language learners (classroom and independent).

identifiers: lccn: 2024933400 | isbn: 9781963471069 (paperback) | 
9781963471076 (ebook)

subjects: lcsh: Latin language—Readers—Mythology. | 
Latin language—Study and teaching. | 

Odysseus, King of Ithaca (Mythological character)—Fiction. | 
Polyphemus (Cyclops)—Fiction.  | 

bisac: FOREIGN LANGUAGE STUDY / Latin. | 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE STUDY / Ancient Languages. | 

LANGUAGE ARTS & DISCIPLINES / Readers.
classification: lcc: pa2095 .o54 2024 | ddc: 478.2/421—dc23



Contents
Author's Preface� ix

CAPITULUM I� 1
mystērium

CAPITULUM II� 7
investīgātor

CAPITULUM III� 12
Nēmō

CAPITULUM IV� 17
nympha

CAPITULUM V� 24
poēta

CAPITULUM VI� 29
rīvālis meus

CAPITULUM VII� 34
miserābilis Polyphēmus

CAPITULUM VIII� 38
vīnum

CAPITULUM IX� 43
caecus

CAPITULUM X� 48
impostor

A Note Concerning the Poetry in this Book� 54
Index Vocābulōrum� 57
The Comprehensible Classics Series� 63
About Storybase Books� 65
About the Author� 69



mystērium1

ego sum Polyphēmus. ego nōn 
sum vir hūmānus! rīdiculum est! 

ecce oculus meus. ego ūnum 
oculum habeō.

ego familiam magnam habeō. 

1	mystērium: a mystery

capitulum I

ego sum  
Cyclōps.
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frātrēs meī sunt magnī. frātrēs meī 
sunt fortēs. 

                 

aliī Cyclōpēs 
in monte Aetnā2 
labōrant. 

2	in monte Aetnā: in mount Aetna, a volcano 

ego nōn sum magnus et 
fortis sīcut frātrēs meī. 

ecce frātrēs meī! ego multōs frātrēs 
habeō.
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Cyclōpēs multās rēs faciunt.3 
frequenter illī rēs 
metallicās faciunt. 
difficile est rēs 
metallicās facere! 

ego nōn sum fortis. ego nōlō rēs 
metallicās facere. ego nōlō in monte 
Aetnā labōrāre. mihi nōn placet mōns 
Aetna!

mihi placent animālia! ego sum 
pāstor.4 ego multās ovēs habeō. ecce 
ovēs meae! 

3	multās rēs faciunt: make many things
4	pāstor: a shepherd
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ego nōn habeō ovēs ōrdināriās.

ego magnās 
ovēs habeō. 

ovēs pulchrae sunt! omnēs ovēs 
sunt amīcae meae!

	

ego in īnsulā 
Siciliā habitō.

Sicilia

Ītalia
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mihi placet in Siciliā habitāre. 
Sicilia est bona! 

ecce caelum. caelum est pulchrum. 

ecce mare. mare est tranquillum! 

ecce . . . 

caelum

mare

īnsula

. . . quid est? 

est nāvis?
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cūr est nāvis in īnsulā meā? nāvis 
est parva. Cyclōpēs nōn habent nāvēs 
parvās. ego sciō quī habeant nāvēs 
parvās . . . 

hominēs nāvēs parvās habent! 
hominēs sunt in īnsulā meā?!

	 ego īnsulam investīgō. sed ego 
hominēs nōn videō. ego hominēs nōn 
audiō. īnsula mea est tranquilla et 
quiēta.

mystērium est!
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